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Risk-Benefit:

Balancing Creativity and Concern in Playground Design

&
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A round-table discussion

12 November 2013, 9:00 - 11:00 am
Coffee and light breakfast provided.
Discussion begins promptly at 9:30 am.

CUNY Graduate Center

365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street
New York, NY 10016
Telephone: 212.817.1905

In recent decades, growing concerns about
children’s safety have led to heightened
restrictions on children’s play and move-

have affected the design of playgrounds,

/
7/ : ment. These changes in societal attitudes
\@ = which serve as most children’s primary

)

Contact info@archplayequipment.com

outdoor environments for free play. Gen-
eralized fears about potential injuries

have led to playground designs that prize
children’s safety over effective challenge
and play value. Research shows, however,
that protecting children from risks may
have serious consequences for their physi-
cal and mental health—with repercussions
for society at large. How can we balance
the desire to protect children while at the
same time offering them the freedom to
take risks? What is the potential for moving
policy and public perception to a more
balanced approach?

The session is scheduled to take advantage
of the visit to the USA by Julian Richter,
Managing Director, Richter Spielgerate
GmbH, playground equipment manufac-
turer and former chair of the technical
committee for European safety standards,
who is well known for his approach to man-
aged risk taking in play.

Moderators:

Jane Clark Chermayeff, President, Architectural
Playground Equipment, Inc., planner and
recreation consultant

Roger Hart, Director, Children’s Environments
Research Group, CUNY Graduate Center
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The Conversation...
Who was there?

Donna Walcavage @ Jeffrey Sandgrund
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Tyler Krob (20 @ ﬁ 8 Marie Warsh
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Jen Pindyck %
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Nyunny Kim @E:
@ @ Roger Hart
William Weisz @

ﬁ@. Nadine Levick
Richard Dattner @
Eleanor Luken % Edward Miller

Paige Johnson %ﬁ % i Julian Richter
13 @

Chelsea Hoffman i11) Julia Rousakis

Jane C. Chermayeff

Peter Heuken
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Contacts

(1 ] Jeffrey Sandgrund

Tittle: Director of Operations, Brooklyn Bridge Park
e-mail: jsandgrund@bbpnyc.org

[ 2 ] Christopher Nolan

Tittle: vP for Planning, Design and Construction Central
Park Conservancy

e-mail: CNolan@centralparknyc.org

9 Marie Warsh

Tittle: Director of Preservation Planning, Central Park
Conservancy

e-mail: mwarsh@centralparknyc.org

e Elaine Gangel

Tittle: Specialist in professional liability and construction
and design law, Byrne & O'Neill, LLP

e-mail: ecg@gogick.com

9 Hanna Rosin

Tittle: Founding Editor, Slate's DoubleX
e-mail: hanna.rosin@gmail.com

G Roger Hart

Tittle: Director, Center for Human Environments and
Children's Environments Research Group, CUNY
Graduate Center

e-mail: rhart@gc.cuny.com
Nadine Levick

Tittle: Emergency Medicine physician, clinician, academic
and researcher

e-mail: nlevick@attglobal.net

€D Edward Miller

Tittle: vice-President, Corby Associates, Inc.
e-mail: ed@corbyassociates.com

9 Julian Richter

Tittle: Managing Director, Richter Spielgerdte GmbH
e-mail:

Julia Rousakis

Tittle: Project Supervisor, Architectural Playground
Equipment

e-mail: jrousakis@jcca-nyc.com

Peter Heuken

Tittle: Director of Projects, Richter Spielgerdte GmbH
e-mail: Management@richter-spielgeraete.de

Jane Clark Chermayeff

Tittle: President, Architectural Playground Equipment
e-mail: jcc@jcca-nyc.com

Chelsea Hoffman

Tittle: Project Supervisor, Architectural Playground
Equipment

e-mail: choffman@archplayequipment.com

m Paige Johnson

Tittle: Editor, Playscapes blog
e-mail: arcady@cox.net

@ Eleanor Luken

Tittle: Doctoral Student, Environmental Psychology
Research Assistant, CUNY Graduate Center

e-mail: eleanor.luken@gmail.com

Richard Dattner

Tittle: Architect, Dattner Architects
e-mail: rdattner@dattner.com

E%) william Weisz

Tittle: Playground Design Consultant
e-mail: wweisz@optonline.net

@ Nyunny Kim

Tittle: senior Associate, MVVA
e-mail: nkim@mvvainc.com

Jen Pindyck

Tittle: Landscape Architect, MVVA
e-mail: jpindyck@mvvainc.com

@ Tyler Krob

Tittle: Landscape Architect, MVVA
e-mail: tkrob@mvvainc.com

@ Melissa Potter Ix

Tittle: Principal, Siteworks Landscape Architecture
e-mail: mpotterix@siteworkscm.com

@) ponna Walkavage

Tittle: Landscape Architect, Stantec
e-mail: Donna.Walcavage@stantec.com
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Summary

The morning began with an introduction by Jane Clark Chermayeff that explored today’s diminished
state of play and the juxtaposition of our increasingly risk-averse society with current research into the
role of risk in healthy child development. Julian Richter, Sr. then discussed the importance of play value
and risk management, from both the German legal perspective and his personal vision for improving
the state of childhood for the future. Roger Hart initiated a wide-ranging discussion of play in America
that touched on issues as diverse as child development, legal procedures, and the power of custodians
to veto design plans. In the end, the group arrived at the consensus that what is needed is both revised
policy and standards and new cultural norms. It was acknowledged that this conversation, in various
forms, has already been going on for a number of decades but has not yet created significant change. To
make a difference, we will need to adopt a broader perspective that looks at challenges to child develop-
ment overall and brings together a truly interdisciplinary coalition of advocates and experts.

What We Heard Moving Forward

A collection of design recommendations and key quotes A number of small, feasible ideas were identified over
from the discussion: the course of the conversation:

« Create play environments that minimize children’s

anxiety and frustration 1. Think about language used to talk to parents: Fo-
cus on the benefits, find language that resonates
« Design risks such that children can see, understand, (ex: “challenge” is a better choice than “risk”)

and explore them

2. Think about how risk is evaluated and communicat-
* Design for the behavior you want to see in children ed on playgrounds
as well as adults (ex: hills slow children down

3. Acknowledge the concerns of a diverse group of
* Think carefully about enclosures: where needed, design allies, including maintenance staff
what type, how high, how much space they enclose

4. Develop creative design solutions that respond the
layers of standards playgrounds must adhere to

ASTM/CPSC + ADA
“We must think about risk perception and risk aware- ( )

ness.” —Nadine Levick ] ] )
5. Find a way to align concerns about play value with

growing public concern about the competitiveness

“Playgrounds are spaces that bring together people of of education and the erosion of play opportunities

all ages and abilities.” ~Christopher Nolan

“Are we entering a POST-PLAYGROUND ERA?” 6. For POLICY MAKERS: Bring a child development
—Paige Johnson perspective to bear on play-related policy

“Kids don’t understand the repercussions of risk be-
cause they don’t have experience with risk.”
—-Elaine Gangel
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Noteworthy Playgrounds and Play Advocates

Beauvoir Outdoors

Official site: http://www.beauvoirschool.org/beauvoiroutdoors
APE photos: http://archplayequipment.com/richter/beauvoir-
outdoors.html

Brooklyn Bridge Park

Official site: http://www.brooklynbridgepark.org/events/recre-
ation-facilities/playgrounds

APE photos: http://archplayequipment.com/richter/brooklyn-
bridge-park.html

Prospect Park — Donald & Barbara Zucker Natural Exploration
Area

Official site: http://www.prospectpark.org/about/community-
news-updates-post/zucker-natural-exploration-area

Blogger photos: http://mommypoppins.com/prospect-park-
playground-donald-barbara-zucker-natural-exploration-area

10 Adventure Playgrounds in the UK
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/article-1356402625938/

UK Play Advocacy Groups:
www.playengland.org.uk,
www.playwales.org.uk
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Life without a swing is a misunderstanding!
—Hugo Kukelhaus
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